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Critically Acclaimed Exhibition of Work by El Anatsui Extended Two Weeks;
New Closing Date August 18, 2013

July 25…Brooklyn, NY. The critically acclaimed exhibition, Gravity and Grace: Monumental  
Works by El Anatsui, which has attracted enthusiastic crowds to the Brooklyn Museum since its February 8 
opening, has been extended for an additional two weeks and is now slated to close August 18, 2013. 

The exhibition features 30 primarily large-scale works in metal and wood that transform appropriated 
objects into site-specific sculptures. Anatsui converts found materials into a new type of media that lies 
between the bounds of sculpture and painting. In so doing, he combines aesthetic traditions from his 
birth country of Ghana, his home in Nsukka, Nigeria, and the global history of abstraction. Working with 
discarded metal bottle caps collected from a liquor distillery in Nsukka, Anatsui drastically modifies this 
otherwise unremarkable, everyday material—cutting, flattening, twisting, and connecting small individual 
pieces of metal in order to create vast undulating sheets.

Included in the exhibition are twelve recent monumental wall and floor sculptures, including Gli (Wall), 
2010, which has transformed the Museum rotunda with shimmering veils of these sheets, as well as Black 
Block, 2010, recently acquired by the Brooklyn Museum for the permanent collection. The exhibition also 
includes wall reliefs and sculptures of interchangeable wooden pieces.

Born in Anyako, Ghana, in 1944, El Anatsui has lived and worked in Nigeria since 1978. After receiving a 
BA and postgraduate degree from the University of Science and Technology in Kumasi, Ghana, he was for 
many years a professor of fine arts at the University of Nigeria.  His work is included in the collections of 
the Metropolitan Museum of Art, the British Museum, the Centre Pompidou, the Museum of Modern Art, 
the Los Angeles County Museum of Art, and the de Young Museum, among many others.

Gravity and Grace was organized by Interim Chief Curator Ellen Rudolph, Akron Museum of Art. The 
exhibition has been adapted and organized for the Brooklyn presentation by Kevin Dumouchelle, Associate 
Curator of the Arts of Africa and the Pacific Islands. The exhibition is accompanied by a new publication 
by Susan Vogel, curator, documentary filmmaker, and former professor of African art and architecture at 
Columbia University.
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GENERAL INFORMATION

Admission:
Contribution $12; students with valid I.D. and older 
adults $8. Free to Members and children under 12 
accompanied by an adult. Group tours or visits must 
be arranged in advance by calling extension 234.

Directions:
Subway: Seventh Avenue express (2 or 3) to Eastern 
Parkway/Brooklyn Museum stop; Lexington Avenue 
express (4 or 5) to Nevins Street, cross platform and 
transfer to the 2 or 3. Bus: B41, B69, B48. 
On-site parking available.

Museum Hours:
Wednesday and Friday, 11 a.m. to 6 p.m.; Thursday 
11 a.m. to 10 p.m.; Saturday and Sunday, 11 a.m. to 
6 p.m.; first Saturday of each month, 11 a.m. to 11 p.m. 
Closed Thanksgiving, Christmas, and New Year’s Day. 


