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The Brooklyn Museum Presents the
Critically Acclaimed Exhibition Radical
Women: Latin American Art, 1960-1985

The groundbreaking exhibition features more than
260 works by more than 120 artists from 15 countries

On view April 13 through July 22,2018

The Brooklyn Museum presents Radical Women:

Latin American Art, 1960-1985, the first comprehensive
exhibition to explore the pioneering artistic practices
of Latin American and Latina women artists during
atumultuous and transformational period in the
history of the Americas and the development of
contemporary art.

Radical Women includes more than 260 works—including
photography, video, and other experimental mediums,
as well as paintings, sculpture, and prints—by more
than 120 artists working in 15 countries. The Brooklyn
Museum is the only East Coast venue of this critically
acclaimed exhibition organized by the Hammer Museum
in Los Angeles. Opening April 13, 2018, the exhibition
will remain on view through July 22, 2018.

The artists included range from emblematic figures to
less familiar names. Since the 1990s Latin American
and Latina women artists such as Beatriz Gonzalez,
Anna Maria Maiolino, Ana Mendieta, Lygia Pape, and
Cecilia Vicufia have been widely recognized for their
originality and the experimental nature of their work, and
they are considered to be among the most influential
artists of the twentieth century. However, many
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other Latin American women and Latina artists are
deserving of greater recognition, given their significant
contributions. Puerto Rico—based Cuban artist Zilia
Sanchez, for example, imbued the formal language of
geometric abstraction with a sense of eroticism in the
1960s, and Los Angeles—based Chicana activist artist
Judith F. Baca created vital mural paintings. Equally
important are pioneering video artists such as Leticia
Parente (Brazil), Narcisa Hirsch (Argentina), and Pola
Weiss (Mexico), whose works employ the female body
to symbolize both the restrictions imposed on women
and the freedom of expression coveted by citizens
across Latin America in the mid-1970s. Expanding upon
the exhibition to address the Latinx communities of the
New York audience, the Brooklyn Museum presentation
will also include Nuyorican portraits by New York—
born, Puerto Rican photographer Sophie Rivera, as
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well as work from Chicana graphic arts pioneer Ester
Hernandez, Cuban filmmaker Sara Gomez, and Afro-
Latina activist and artist Marta Moreno Vega.

Addressing an art-historical vacuum, one that has
largely excluded Latin American and U.S.-based

Latina women artists from the record, Radical Women
highlights work created during a period of profound
political and social turmoil in many Latin American
countries in the 1960s, 1970s, and early 1980s, a period
that saw the emergence of multiple dictatorships as
well as significant and often subversive interventions
by the government of the United States. The artworks in
Radical Women can be viewed as heroic acts giving voice
to generations of women across Latin America and the
United States. Proposing both aesthetic and political
radicality, the work in the exhibition foregrounds feminist
concerns such as bodily autonomy, oppressive social
norms, gendered violence, and the environment.

Radical Women centers on the notion of the political
body. The artists represented embarked on radical and
experimental artistic investigations beginning in the early
1960s, forging new paths in photography, performance,
video, and conceptual art. They generated a line of
inquiry focused on the politicization of the female

body and sought to break free from an atmosphere

of political and social repression that subjugated
women. In their work, the representation of the female
body became a starting point for questioning the
established art-historical canon, as well as a means

of denouncing social, cultural, and political acts of
violence and oppression. Some artists employed the
body as both an actual medium and metaphorically,
using a new iconography to explore both the personal
and the political. The exhibition argues that many under-
recognized artists have helped to shape a more complex,
expanded, and diverse field of conceptual, video,
performance, and installation art in Latin America and
the United States.

“Poetic and political, topics explored in the exhibition
include self-portraiture, body landscape, and
feminisms,” explained Andrea Giunta, co-curator of the
exhibition at the Hammer Museum. “These themes draw
together the artworks across national and geographic
boundaries, making the case for parallel practices

by artists often working in very different cultural
conditions.”
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Catherine Morris, Sackler Senior Curator for the
Elizabeth A. Sackler Center for Feminist Art, and co-
curator of the Brooklyn presentation, added, “The
exhibition is a remarkable scholarly achievement,
expanding the canon and complicating known narratives
of conceptual art and radical art-making, while building
on the legacy of important and ambitious exhibitions

at the Elizabeth A. Sackler Center for Feminist Art,
including We Wanted a Revolution: Black Radical Women,
1965-85, Materializing “Six Years”: Lucy R. Lippard and the
Emergence of Conceptual Art, and Seductive Subversion:
Women Pop Artists, 1958—1968.”

Radical Women also examines the artists’ various
approaches to feminism in relation to their geographic
context and their specific political and social
backgrounds. In Latin America, the history of feminist
militancy was not widely reflected in the arts, with the
exception of Mexico and some isolated cases in the
1970s and 1980s, and in many countries feminism was
not a defined movement. In the United States, Latina
and Chicana artists challenged patriarchal politics that
were as oppressive as those faced by their counterparts
in Latin America, and many participated in the civil
rights, antiwar, gay rights, disability, and feminist
movements, though often from a different perspective
and, at times, in opposition to mainstream feminism.

Radical Women: Latin American Art, 1960-1985 is organized by
the Hammer Museum, Los Angeles, as part of Pacific Standard
Time: LA/LA, aninitiative of the Getty with arts institutions
across Southern California, and guest curated by Cecilia
Fajardo-Hill and Andrea Giunta with Marcela Guerrero, former
curatorial fellow. The Brooklyn presentation is organized by
Catherine Morris, Sackler Senior Curator for the Elizabeth A.
Sackler Center for Feminist Art,and Carmen Hermo, Assistant
Curator for the Elizabeth A. Sackler Center for Feminist Art,
Brooklyn Museum.

This exhibition is made possible through lead grants from the
Getty Foundation. Major funding is provided by the Diane and
Bruce Halle Foundation and Eugenio Lépez Alonso. Generous
supportis provided by Marcy Carsey, Betty and Brack Duker,
Susan Bay Nimoy, and Visionary Women. Leadership support
for the Brooklyn Museum presentation is provided by the Ford
Foundation. Major supportis provided by the Starry Night Fund,
the Horace W. Goldsmith Foundation, Friends of Radical Women,
and Bank of America.
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ARTISTLIST

Artists are primarily listed by the country of their birth. In some cases, artists are

listed by the country where they produced most of their work.

ARGENTINA

Maria Luisa Bemberg (1922-1995)
Delia Cancela (b. 1940)

Graciela Carnevale (b. 1942)

Alicia d' Amico and Sara Facio (1933-2001
and b. 1932)

Diana Dowek (b. 1942)

Graciela Gutiérrez Marx (b. 1945)
Narcisa Hirsch (b. Germany, 1928)
Ana Kamien and Marili Marini (b. 1935
and 1954)

Lea Lublin (b. Poland, 1929-1999)
Liliana Maresca (1951-1994)

Marta Minujin (b. 1943)

Marie Orensanz (b. 1936)

Margarita Paksa (b. 1933)

Liliana Porter (b. 1941)

Dalila Puzzovio (b. 1943)

Marcia Schvartz (b. 1955)

BRAZIL

Mara Alvares (b. 1948)

Claudia Andujar (b. Switzerland, 1931)
Martha Araujo (b. 1943)

Vera Chaves Barcellos (b. 1938)
Lygia Clark (1920-1988)
Analivia Cordeiro (b. 1954)
Liliane Dardot (b. 1946)

Lenora de Barros (b. 1953)

lole de Freitas (b. 1945)

Anna Bella Geiger (b. 1933)
Carmela Gross (b. 1946)

Anna Maria Maiolino (b. Italy, 1942)
Marcia X. (1959-2005)
AnaVitoria Mussi (b. 1943)
Lygia Pape (1927-2004)

Leticia Parente (1930-1991)
Wanda Pimentel (b. 1943)
Neide Sa (b. 1940)

Regina Silveira (b. 1939)
Teresinha Soares (b. 1927)
AmeliaToledo (1926-2017)
CeleidaTostes (1929-1995)
Regina Vater (b. 1943)

CHILE

Gracia Barrios (b. 1927)

Sybil Brintrup and Magali Meneses
(b. 1954 and 1950)

Roser Bru (b. Spain, 1923)

Gloria Camiruaga (1941-2006)
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Luz Donoso (1921-2008)
Diamela Eltit (b. 1949)

Paz Errazuriz (b. 1944)

Virginia Errazuriz (b. 1941)
Catalina Parra (b. 1940)

Lotty Rosenfeld (b. 1943)
JanetToro (b. 1963)

Eugenia Vargas Pereira (b. 1949)
CeciliaVicuia (b. 1948)

COLOMBIA

Alicia Barney (b. 1952)

Delfina Bernal (b. 1941)

Feliza Bursztyn (1933-1982)
MariaTeresa Cano (b. 1960)
Beatriz Gonzalez (b. 1938)
Sonia Gutiérrez (b. 1947)

Karen Lamassonne (b. United States,
1954)

Sandra Llano-Mejia (b. 1951)
Clemencia Lucena (1945-1983)
Maria Evelia Marmolejo (b. 1958)
Sara Modiano (1951-2010)

Rosa Navarro (b. 1955)

Patricia Restrepo (b. 1954)
Nirma Zarate (1936-1999)

COSTARICA
Victoria Cabezas (b. United States, 1950)

CUBA

Antonia Eiriz (1929-1995)
Sara Gomez (1942-1974)
Ana Mendieta (1948-1985)
Marta Maria Pérez (b. 1959)
Zilia Sanchez (b. 1928)

GUATEMALA
Margarita Azurdia (1931-1998)

MEXICO

Yolanda Andrade (b. 1950)
Maris Bustamante (b. 1949)
Ximena Cuevas (b. 1963)
Lourdes Grobet (b. 1940)
Silvia Gruner (b. 1959)

Kati Horna (b. Hungary, 1912-2000)
Graciela lturbide (b. 1942)
AnaVictoria Jiménez (b. 1941)
Magali Lara (b. 1956)

Moénica Mayer (b. 1954)

Sarah Minter (1953-2016)

718.501.6354

Marta Palau (b. Spain, 1934)

Polvo de Gallina Negra (active 1983-93)
Carla Rippey (b. United States, 1950)
Jesusa Rodriguez (b. 1955)

PolaWeiss (1947-1990)

PANAMA
Sandra Eleta (b. 1942)

PARAGUAY
Olga Blinder (1921-2008)
Margarita Morselli (b. 1952)

PERU

Teresa Burga (b. 1935)

Gloria Gémez-Sanchez (1921-2007)
Johanna Hamann (1954-2017)
Victoria Santa Cruz (1922-2014)

PUERTO RICO
Poli Marichal (b. 1955)
Frieda Medin (b. 1949)

UNITED STATES

Celia Alvarez Mufioz (b. 1937)

Judith F. Baca (b. 1946)

Barbara Carrasco (b. 1955)

Josely Carvalho (b. Brazil, 1942)
Isabel Castro (b. Mexico, 1954)

Ester Hernandez (b. 1944)

Yolanda Lopez (b. 1942)

Maria Martinez-Cafas (b. Cuba, 1960)
Marta Moreno Vega (b. 1942)

Sylvia Palacios Whitman (b. Chile, 1941)
Sophie Rivera (b. 1938)

Sylvia Salazar Simpson (b. 1939)
PatssiValdez (b. 1951)

URUGUAY
Nelbia Romero (1938-2015)
TeresaTrujillo (b. 1937)

VENEZUELA

Mercedes Elena Gonzalez (b. 1952)
Marisol (b. France, 1930-2016)

Margot Rémer (1938-2005)

Antonieta Sosa (b. United States, 1940)
TeclaTofano (b. Italy, 1927-1995)
AniVillanueva (b. 1954)

Yeniy Nan (active 1977-86)
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