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Major Exhibition at Brooklyn Museum Redefines the Role of Female Pop Artists 

Seductive Subversion: Women Pop Artists, 1958–1968 on View October 15, 2010–January 9, 2011

Media Preview Thursday, October 14, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.

The first major exhibition to explore in depth the contributions of female Pop artists, Seductive Subversion: 
Women Pop Artists, 1958–1968, seeks to expand the definition of classic Pop art and re-evaluate the role of 
the women who worked alongside the movement’s more famous male practitioners. It features more than 
fifty works by Pop art’s most significant female artists and includes many pieces that have not been shown 
in nearly forty years. The exhibition will be on view in the Museum’s Elizabeth A. Sackler Center for Feminist 
Art and in the adjacent fourth-floor Schapiro Wing galleries.

Although radical social changes were taking place in America in the 1960s, the female Pop artists of the 
time remained largely unacknowledged by the contemporary art critics and academics. Relegated to the 
margins of history by discrimination, historical precedent, and social expectations, these women were 
forced to take a back seat to their male counterparts, who became icons of the era. Informed by their 
personal histories, the work of female Pop artists was often collaborative and incorporated empathetic 
social commentary. 

Seductive Subversion includes Marisol’s John Wayne sculpture, commissioned by Life magazine for an issue 
on movies; the French sculptor, painter, and filmmaker Niki de Saint Phalle’s eight-foot-tall Black Rosy, 
one of her “Nana” sculptures exploring the role of women; Rosalyn Drexler’s oil and acrylic work Chubby 
Checker, inspired by the poster for the movie Twist around the Clock, and Home Movies, based on frames 
from old gangster movies; the Times Square–inspired Ampersand, a multilayered, stylized, and illuminated 
neon ampersand in a Plexiglas cube by Chryssa, one of the first artists to utilize neon in her work; and 
a seventeen-foot-long triptych by Idelle Weber. Artwork has been loaned by the National Gallery; the 
Hirshhorn Museum and Sculpture Garden (Washington, D.C.); the Neuberger Museum (Purchase, New 
York); and major private collectors. 

Works from the Brooklyn Museum’s holdings have been added exclusively for the Brooklyn exhibition. They 
include Squeeze Me and You Can’t Catch Me by Mara McAfee; Dear Diana and My Love We Won’t by 
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Niki de Saint Phalle; Nestle’s Box by Marjorie Strider; and Cents Sign Travelling from Broadway to Africa via 
Guadeloupe by Chryssa, which will be on display at the Museum for the first time.
Paintings and sculptures by Evelyne Axell, Pauline Boty, Vija Celmins, Dorothy Grebenak, Kay Kurt, Yayoi 
Kusama, Lee Lozano, Mara McAfee, Barbro Ostlihn, Faith Ringgold, Martha Rosler, Marjorie Strider, Kiki 
Kogelnik, Marta Minujin, and May Wilson will also be featured.

Seductive Subversion: Women Pop Artists, 1958–1968 was organized by the Rosenwald-Wolf Gallery at the 
University of the Arts in Philadelphia. The Brooklyn presentation is coordinated by Catherine Morris, Curator 
of the Brooklyn Museum’s Elizabeth A. Sackler Center for Feminist Art. The exhibition is accompanied by 
a fully illustrated catalogue published by the University of the Arts Press and Abbeville Press.  

A variety of educational programs will be presented in conjunction with the exhibition. 
Visit www.brooklynmuseum.org for information.
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GENERAL INFORMATION

Admission:
Contribution $10; students with valid I.D. and older 
adults $6. Free to Members and children under 12 
accompanied by an adult. Group tours or visits must
be arranged in advance by calling extension 234.

Directions:
Subway: Seventh Avenue express (2 or 3) to Eastern 
Parkway/Brooklyn Museum stop; Lexington Avenue 
express (4 or 5) to Nevins Street, cross platform and 
transfer to the 2 or 3. Bus: B71, B41, B69, B48. 
On-site parking available.

Museum Hours:
Wednesday through Friday, 10 a.m. to 
5 p.m.; First Saturday of each month, 
11 a.m. to 11 p.m.; all other Saturdays, 
11 a.m. to 6 p.m.; Sunday, 11 a.m. to 
6 p.m. Closed Thanksgiving, Christmas, 
and New Year’s Day. 


