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Brooklyn-Based Artist Swoon Creates Immersive Installation at Brooklyn Museum

Brooklyn-based street artist Swoon will create a monumental site-specific installation in the fifth-floor 
rotunda of the Brooklyn Museum. Swoon: Submerged Motherlands will transform the gallery into a fantastic 
landscape and immersive experience, and will be on view from April 11 through August 24, 2014. 

The installation centers on a monumental sculptural tree, which will rise into the 72-foot-high dome, 
with a constructed environment at its base. This constructed environment will feature Swoon’s signature 
figurative prints and drawings, and cut-paper foliage. Also included will be the rafts that Swoon created 
and sailed on the Grand Canal uninvited during the 2009 Venice Biennale. In this performance project, 
Swimming Cities of Serenissima, Swoon and a crew of thirty sailed from Slovenia to Venice on rafts made 
primarily of New York City garbage, collecting scrapped material in Slovenia, and artifacts and curiosities 
along their journey.

Known for her intricately-cut printed portraits situated on walls and abandoned buildings and, more 
recently, for her large-scale figurative installations, Swoon celebrates everyday people, while also exploring 
social and environmental issues. Often inspired by both historical and contemporary events, Swoon 
engages with climate change for this installation, particularly the catastrophic Hurricane Sandy that hit 
New York in 2012, and also Doggerland, a landmass that once connected Great Britain with Europe that 
was destroyed by a tsunami nearly 8,000 years ago. These places and events separated by thousands of 
years and miles form a salient image to draw upon and to explore the numerous and complex results of 
climate change.

Swoon, born Caledonia Dance Curry, studied at the Pratt Institute, Brooklyn, before bringing her art to the 
streets in 1999, wheat pasting her large linoleum- and woodcuts on the sides of the industrial buildings 
of Brooklyn and Manhattan. She has also become active in humanitarian projects: Konbit Shelter Project 
helps Haitians who lost their homes in the 2010 earthquake to create sustainable buildings; and her work 
on the Transformazium project in Braddock, Pennsylvania, works with local residents towards creative 
revitalization of their community. Her art is in the collections of the Brooklyn Museum, the Museum of 
Modern Art, and the Tate Modern, London, among others, and was featured in exhibitions at the Yerba 
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Buena Center for the Arts (2008), the Museum of Contemporary Art Los Angeles (2011), the New Orleans 
Museum of Art (2011), and the Institute of Contemporary Art in Boston (2012). 
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GENERAL INFORMATION

Admission:
Contribution $12; students with valid I.D. and seniors 
$8. Free to members and children under 12 accompanied 
by an adult. Group tours or visits must be arranged in 
advance by calling extension 234.

Directions:
Subway: Seventh Avenue express (2 or 3) to Eastern 
Parkway/Brooklyn Museum stop; Lexington Avenue 
express (4 or 5) to Nevins Street, cross platform and 
transfer to the 2 or 3. Bus: B41, B69, B48. 
On-site parking available.

Museum Hours:
Wednesday and Friday, 11 a.m. to 6 p.m.; Thursday 
11 a.m. to 10 p.m.; Saturday and Sunday, 11 a.m. to 
6 p.m.; first Saturday of each month, 11 a.m. to 11 p.m. 
Closed Thanksgiving, Christmas, and New Year’s Day. 


